April 2019

What does resurrection
look like in 2019?

Pastor’s
Message
– Pastor Sandy Kolar

For the gardeners in the congregation I think it may be early blooms
that are beginning to appear on our trees and plants. They are boldly
proclaiming with their beautiful and delicate petals that winter is
drawing to a close and spring is coming.
I think of a women smiling and laughing with children during Vacation Bible School, just weeks
after shedding tears as she buried her husband of 50 years. She acknowledged the death of
their relationship, of the life she had known and held onto the hope of resurrection, of new life
budding out of death.
The truth is that we cannot see resurrection if we are not willing to acknowledge death.
Sometimes we long to skip past Friday and Saturday into Easter Sunday, to ignore the stories
of the cross and the lifeless body placed in the tomb. But the sight of Easter’s empty tomb is
meaningless to us if we do not acknowledge that it was once full. That is the work of Lent, to
acknowledge what parts of ourselves, our lives, and our word are like dry bones crying out for
new life.

What does resurrection look like to you?
Where do you notice the yearning for new life?

These are questions for us to ponder as we make our Lenten journey to the cross
and the empty tomb.

The hope of Resurrection.

Children's
Ministry
– by Robin Turpin

This month, the children’s church continued their
voyage through the book of Genesis, learning
about Adam and Eve and the Garden of Paradise.
More opportunities to learn about how we can
seek God’s guidance through prayer. The class is
taking a few weeks off to discuss Lent, and the
meaning of Easter. They are working on some
special projects to decorate the sanctuary for
Easter, while learning about the cross and its
importance to Christianity. Make sure you attend
Easter services to see their creativity! Jesus said
unto her, “I am the resurrection and the life.
Whom ever believes in me will live, even though
they die (John 11:25).

Council’s Corner
– by the News Reporter
The July 13th St John Sanfilippo Estate

Fundraiser filled up fast. We were
allotted 5 extra tickets making the total
55 sold. We look forward to meeting the
St Paul's Parish members and Palatine
Historical Society who are supporting our
event. Payment emails have been sent.
Maps and info will soon follow. Thank you
all who bought tickets and made this a
success.
The Annual meeting has been
rescheduled for March 31st after
worship.
Approval of the new budget takes place
at this time and we hope all can attend.

The Wellness Committee has met with
a master gardener who is guiding us in
a native plant bedding. This is where
beauty and mission meet.
It will enhance the look of our church and
work in harmony with the land and the
deer. More about this project to come in
a future news letter.

Spring Cleanup April 6, 8:00am to Noon
Roll up your sleeves and help out with
a little sprucing up around the grounds.
There are a variety of things to do for all
ages. Special attention to cleaning up the
flower beds for our new native plants.
Coffee and Donuts served at 8:00am
Bring a pair of garden gloves and a friend
who likes to garden.

Chili Cook-Off
2019 Winner!

Everyone loves a parade.
We had 10 chili entries this year, each
and every one different and tasty. The
competition was at its best.

Ginny Lint won for her Hawaiian chili.

Yes, that's right – she made Hawaiian chili
with pineapple. If you came out for the
cook-off you got a chance to taste just how
fabulous it was. Congrats Ginny!
Now, you all have a year to perfect your
outstanding batch of chili and be the next
Cook-Off winner.

Feed My Starving
Children

On Monday March 4 a group from St
John headed out to a packing event at
Feed my Starving Children in Schaumburg
for an evening of fun, fellowship and
service. Our group along with many more
volunteers packed 143 boxes of nutritious
meal formulas…roughly 30,888 meals.
Enough to feed 84 children in Kenya for a
year! Thank you to everyone who joined
us…Sue Jacob, Dale and Marilyn Rinehart,
Jared, Darren and Tiffany Cooley, Jody
Moody, Ginny Lint, Judy Hartfelder and
Laurie Biesterfeld.

St John Paints the Town Green

in Palatines Parade.

Thanks to all who participated in the Parade and those who
donated candy and treats to hand out. We shared the joy of
St John UCC and spread the word of our Flower Sale and Flea
Market.
Stay tuned for info for the 4th of July Parade.

2019 Calendar of Events
_______

January
________
February

February 10 Annual Meeting postponed
February 14 Valentine's Day

________
March

l

________
June

June TBD Semi-Annual Meeting after service
June TBD Palatine Jaycees Hometown Parade

_______
September

September 21 Craft Fair/Flea Market
Committee: Jody Moody, Jenny Cooley,
Robin Turpin

March 2, 4:00 pm Chili Cook-off
Laura and Greg – Chairpersons
March 4th 6:00 pm Feed My Starving Children
March 6, 7:00 pm Ash Wednesday
March 10 Daylight Saving Time – Spring ahead!
March 16 St Patrick's Day Parade – Palatine
Pastor Sandy Chairperson
Parade kicks off 11:00 am
March 31 Annual Meeting - After worship

________
October

April 6 9:00 am Church Grounds Cleanup
April 14 Palm Sunday 10:30 am
April 18 Maundy Thursday 6:30 pm
Potluck Soup/Salad Service
April 19 Good Friday
Open for prayer, Noon – 3:00 pm
April 21 Easter
Easter breakfast 9:15 am
Easter Egg Hunt 10:00 am
Easter Worship Service 10:30 am

_______
December

________
April

________
May

May 11 Flower Sale 8:00 am to 2:00 pm

Committee: Jody Moody, Laurie Biesterfeld, Ellen
Kayler, Dodie Kayler, Julie Heiderman, and Judy
Hartfelder, Ginny Lint, Paula Kayler

May 15 Women's Guild Luncheon - It's Back!

October 19 Ham Supper Third Saturday of the
month. 5:00 pm and 6:30 pm seatings
October 27th Totenfest

______
November

November 3 Daylight Saving Time ends fall back.
November 24 – 4:00 pm Turkey Hymn Sing
November TBD Hanging of the Greens

Monday – December 24th Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 10:00 pm

Quiet Meditation Prayer

6:30 pm - 9 pm the last Wednesday of each month
St John Church is open for anyone to come and
sit in silent prayer during the evenings of the last
Wednesday of each month. You are invited to this
peaceful moment and breathe in the voice of God.
Come for a few minutes or stay awhile.

Faith in Action
We partner with the Palatine Food Pantry. The last Sunday of
each month food items are collected and Sue Jacobs drops them
off at the Palatine Township Food Pantry.
Keep in mind they are always in need of baby care items, such
as diapers, and baby wipes. – Thank you to all who gave.

Staff & Community

Pastor – Sandy Kolar
Communications Director – Laura D'Argo
Cemetery Caretaker – Gary Hartfelder

Council

President – Jared Cooley
Treasurer – Sue Jacobs
Clerk/Trustee – Lori Neumann
Member – Gary Hartfelder

Children's Church
Robin Turpin
Lori Neumann

Wedding Coordinators
Jody Moody
Laurie Biesterfeld

Church Info you need to know
Services Sunday 10:30 am – All Year
Children’s Church every Sunday, following
the Children’s Message

Coffee Hour Fellowship

Enjoy refreshments and conversation in
Fellowship Hall after worship. When able
please bring a dish to share.

Women's Guild
No Meetings
January & February

Officers
Acting President
Sandy Stoops
Treasurer
Barbara Njaastad
Accounts
Dodie Kayler
Secretary
Adeline Lint

Meetings at St John Church
March 6th – 10:30 am
May 1st – 10:30 am
July 10th – 10:30 am
September 4th – 10:30 am
November 6th – 10:30 am
December –TBD

Keep our Church in prayer.
Last Sunday of the Month
• Communion
• Food Pantry donation

e

ACTION BOX

Pastor Sandy

Make use of our “ACTION BOX”. Make a helpful suggestion,
suggest a solution or an idea. We want to hear from you.
Kudos are also accepted.

St. John UCC

Our Paypal Donate button is under construction.
Thank you for your Patience

PastorSandy500@gmail.com
Please email her to make an appointment.
1475 W. Algonquin Rd, Palatine, IL 60067
Phone 847-358-7620
email – stjohnUCCpalatine@gmail.com
website – www.StJohnUCCPalatine.org

