October 2019

Thoughts from TPIRC Summit
As you know a couple of weekends ago several members of the
congregation attended the initial summit for the Thriving Pastors
in Revitalizing Congregations (TPIRC) which focused on leading
congregations in the 21st Century. Although we do not have space to
cover all of the ideas and discussions we had, there a few thoughts in
which you might be interested:

•
•
•
•
•

Pastor’s
Message
– Pastor Sandy Kolar

We need to think about who we are; what are we
leading, if we weren’t here what would be missing; who are we and what are
we about.
People need to be co-creators.
We need to be more flexible, open to change and different approaches; lose
our baggage.
We need to approach the world as it is today, not how it was, or how we want
it to be.
Who does God want us to be; our challenge is to be what God needs for the
world as it is.

Our time together has given me a great deal to think about and over the next
few months I’ll share some of those ideas with you. But we can all be creative
thinkers about how we experience worship and expand our relationships within our
community. All suggestions are welcome.

Children's
Ministry
– by Robin Turpin

Big news for our Children’s Church!
Once again, two of our budding young artists
have won the national art contest sponsored
by the Insurance Board. This year the contest
was titled “Lightening Awareness Saves Lives
and our Churches."
The children all discussed lightening safety
and what to do to protect themselves in a
storm. Since our own St. John burned to the
ground in 1885 as a result of a lightening
strike on our steeple, our congregation has
a special sensitivity to this issue. All our
children entered beautiful pictures, and this
year the winners were . . . . . . . .
Tiffany Cooley in the 0-7 age group, and
Jasmin O’Campo in the 8-12 age group!
The church is planning a celebration for
the children in October so please watch
your weekly updates for the date, and plan
to attend. Imagine our children’s church
winning two years in a row! Imagine two of
our own children winning each year! I guess
lightening really can strike the same place
twice.

Congrat Tiffany and Jasmin!

We are looking for a Sunday in the future to have the
Insurance Board come out present the award. We will
let everyone know if we find a date that works with
both families.

Farewell To
Gary and Judy

Enjoy your Florida retirement!
Be sure to come back and visit soon.

Craft Fair & Flea Market Highlights
So many church members, friends and
family came together for another Craft
Fair and Flea Market Fundraiser. The
best part of the day is the cammaradarie
of everyone involved. Even the rain
didn't stop the fun. Go to our facebook
page to see more photos.
How did we do with the profit side of
the fundraiser? Here are the numbers:
Donations - $168.28
Food Tent - $472.46
Bake Sale - $651.00
Church Booth - $804
Kitchen - $137 - still need 1 receipt for
cost - shouldn’t be huge
50/50 Raffle - $159
Total for church endeavors - $2,391.74
Booths - $2,455.00
Minus $370 for portable restrooms

Total earned - $4,476.74
This doesn't account for all the
donations of baked goods, food
tent donations and time of
over two to three dozen people
working throughout the year to
make the fundraiser happen.
Thank you to all who gave of
yourself and your resources.

50/50 Raffle
We have a
Winner
The winning number was
#445123.
Congrats to
Robin's sister,
Laurie & Rob Soderholm.
You won $159.
Thanks to everyone who
bought a ticket to help
support St John UCC.

Thank you from Heifer

Council’s Corner
– by Lori Neumann
Meeting held 9/12/19
In attendance: Sue Jacobs, Lori Neumann, and
Pastor Sandy Kolar
Items discussed:
We would like to change our goal for Thanksgiving baskets this
year to 5 baskets. Last year the 3 baskets were completed, and
people were looking for more opportunities to give during this
time to be thankful for all that we have.
The Actual vs. Pledged dollars in Stewardship are low, so
the Council asks that you review your pledge amounts. In
accordance with this the Council will provide pledge statements
at the end of September so you can see where you stand in
your promise.
In anticipation of Gary’s retirement and Colin’s return to school,
an exhaustive search of several landscapers (13 to be exact)
was conducted and Brown Landscaping has been chosen as
our landscaper/snow plow company. Due to price comparison,
and all the things their company offers in the way of land
maintenance, they were the front runners.

Giving
Envelopes

Also, the Council brought in a professional home inspector for
the Parsonage and we have been supplied with the average
costs for repair of the home to make it functional. Sue and
Lori will compile a report to present to the congregation and
request next steps for usage of the Parsonage.

weekly giving boxes in

We are also pursuing more furnace quotes, after the home
inspector for the parsonage looked at the furnace and he didn’t
think we needed a new furnace, so we are digging deeper –
should have more quotes from alternate sources soon.

Please pick up your 2020
the back of the church.
Thank you for your

faithful giving.

2019 Calendar of Events

l
_______

January
________
February

February 10 Annual Meeting postponed
February 14 Valentine's Day

________
March

March 2, 4:00 pm Chili Cook-off
Laura and Greg – Chairpersons
March 4th 6:00 pm Feed My Starving Children
March 6, 7:00 pm Ash Wednesday
March 10 Daylight Saving Time – Spring ahead!
March 16 St Patrick's Day Parade – Palatine
Pastor Sandy Chairperson
Parade kicks off 11:00 am
March 31 Annual Meeting - After worship

________
April

April 6 9:00 am Church Grounds Cleanup
April 14 Palm Sunday 10:30 am
April 18 Maundy Thursday 6:30 pm
Potluck Soup/Salad Service
April 19 Good Friday
Open for prayer, Noon – 3:00 pm
April 21 Easter
Easter breakfast 9:15 am
Easter Egg Hunt 10:00 am
Easter Worship Service 10:30 am

________
May

May 11 Flower Sale 8:00 am to 2:00 pm

Committee: Jody Moody, Laurie Biesterfeld, Ellen
Kayler, Dodie Kayler, , and Judy Hartfelder, Ginny Lint,
Paula Kayler

May 15 Women's Guild Luncheon -11:30 am

________
June

June Semi-Annual Meeting canceled due to the
delayed Annual meeting earlier in the year.

_______
July 
July 6th Palatine Independence Day Parade.

_______
September

September 21 Craft Fair/Flea Market
Committee: Jody Moody, Robin Turpin,
Jenny Cooley,
************
September 29th

Kitchen Dedication
and
Coffee Hour resumes
after church service.

________
October

October 19 Ham Supper
Third Saturday in Oct
5:00 pm and 6:30 pm
seatings
October 27th Totenfest

______
November

November 3 Daylight Saving Time ends - 2:00am
fall back.
November 24 – 4:00 pm Turkey Hymn Sing
November TBD Hanging of the Greens

_______
December

Monday – December 24th Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 10:00 pm

WANTED - SIGN CHANGER

Anyone willing to help out and change the Church
sign please let Lori Neumann know you can help.
No worries about what to put on the sign, you will
be supplied with something to say. Also, only one
side will most likely need to be changed every week
or two. Thank you in advance for your help.

Faith in Action
We partner with the Palatine Food Pantry. The last Sunday of
each month food items are collected and Sue Jacobs drops them
off at the Palatine Township Food Pantry.
Keep in mind they are always in need of baby care items, such
as diapers, and baby wipes. – Thank you to all who gave.

Staff & Community

Pastor – Sandy Kolar
Communications Director – Laura D'Argo

Council

President – Jared Cooley
Treasurer – Sue Jacobs
Clerk/Trustee – Lori Neumann

Children's Church
Robin Turpin
Lori Neumann

Wedding Coordinators
Jody Moody
Laurie Biesterfeld

Church Info you need to know
Services Sunday 10:30 am – All Year
Children’s Church every Sunday, following
the Children’s Message

Coffee Hour Fellowship

Enjoy refreshments and conversation in
Fellowship Hall after worship. When able
please bring a dish to share.

Women's Guild
No Meetings
January & February

Officers
Acting President
Sandy Stoops
Treasurer
Dodie Kayler
Accounts
Dodie Kayler
Secretary
Kathy Reuter

Meetings at St John Church
March 6th – 10:30 am
May 1st – 10:30 am
July 10th – 10:30 am
September 11th – 10:30 am
November 6th – 10:30 am
December –TBD

Keep our Church in prayer.
Last Sunday of the Month
• Communion
• Food Pantry donation

e

ACTION BOX

Pastor Sandy

Make use of our “ACTION BOX”. Make a helpful suggestion,
suggest a solution or an idea. We want to hear from you.
Kudos are also accepted.

St. John UCC

Our Paypal Donate button is under construction.
Thank you for your Patience

PastorSandy500@gmail.com
Please email her to make an appointment.
1475 W. Algonquin Rd, Palatine, IL 60067
Phone 847-358-7620
email – stjohnUCCpalatine@gmail.com
website – www.StJohnUCCPalatine.org

