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Easter 2022
Embracing our diverse world 

to create a better future. What a difference a few days make.
It seems like everyone adores 
the Easter season. One thinks 
of Spring, warm weather, 
sunshine, flowers and Easter 
candy. Here in the midwest 
that picture may look a little 
different from day to day. 
One of our members who 
lives in Ohio sent me some 
contrasting images of this 
season and she wrote "What 
a difference a few days 
make."
Lynn Schmidt's comment 
was very timely. The week 
leading up to Easter has even 
a sharper contrast, what is 
merely sleeping and awaiting 
Spring in terms of seasons, to 
Holy week's contrast of death 
and eternal renewal for our 
soul. Great sorrow on Good 
Friday turns to great joy 
on Easter. 
Thank you Lynn for the 
images from your garden 
used in this newsletter to 
show the work of our Savior 
and the transformation of our 
soul by what He did in three 
Heaven orchestrated days. 

Join us for Easter April 17th, 10:30 am  



In Certain Hope
We live in unusual times.
For over two years, the world has lived in fear of contracting 
Covid and possibly dying, or experiencing long-term health 
effects. We were told to exercise caution, minimize physical 
interactions, and not meet with friends and family. Stores, 
schools, businesses and restaurants were closed – life was grim.

Then we received the news of vaccinations and drugs to treat 
the infection and we rejoiced over the hope of a brighter future. 
And soon after, a mutation of the virus forced some of the 
restrictions to be reinstated, diminishing our hope.

We lived with a strange mixture of hope and despair, anticipation and frustration. On some 
days, it is hope that seemed to win through. But on other days, the limitations on our lives and 
the pain of enforced separation depressed us. Like the Psalmist, we cried out, “How long, O 
Lord, how long?”

And now with the virus seemingly tamed, the world’s hope of returning to our daily lives is 
shattered with the invasion of Ukraine; bringing the world to the verge of war. Once again, we 
are experiencing a mix of emotions - fear, grief, anger, hope for the Ukrainian people, and a 
peaceful resolution.

The events of Holy Week and Easter may similarly evoke those emotions. We experience the 
despair and grief of Good Friday and the joy and hope of Easter morning. The cross powerfully 
shows us that Christ knows what it is to suffer. He knows what it has been like for us over the 
last couple of years; and during our lives on earth. He knows what it is to sometimes hit depths 
of despair – to feel almost God-forsaken at times. He knows what it is like to see loved ones 
grieve, as so many have, and to experience death himself. In our moments of frustration or 
despair, Christ is with us. He knows. He has been there.

And the empty tomb of Easter morn? That brings us a hope way beyond that which any 
vaccine or a cease fire can bring. The hope that a day will come when all evil and suffering will 
be swept away, when not just virulent virus mutations but also our inhumanity to one another 
will be overcome. Let’s hope of a day when death, far from being the end, is the doorway into 
eternal and abundant life.

Like our current state of waiting for the news of Covid being controlled and for bombs to stop 
killing the Ukrainian people, resurrection hope can feel a long-way off. We can sometimes 
wonder, “will we ever get there?” But as we spend time this season immersing ourselves in the 
Easter story, may we draw fresh hope in knowing that Christ died and rose for us, that our time 
of waiting will not last forever, and there is a glorious and certain future on the horizon.

A note from Pastor Sandy

Photo by Cathal Mac an Bheatha



St John is offering a Soup & Bread Supper 
at the church – Maundy Thursday, April 
14th at 6:00pm. OR join us on ZOOM. 

Psalm 23:4
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
He leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul: 
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for 
his name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence 
of mine enemies: 
Thou anointest my head with oil;
My cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house 
of the Lord for ever.

< Photo by Soichiro Tetsuka -fifth grader
Friend of Lynn Schmidt



Parsonage Update
One year ago an important mission 
of St. John was realized: A family in need 
moved into our Parsonage, giving safety and 
shelter to a mother and her five children.  
The work of many, our partnership with 
WINGS saw the revamping of the Parsonage, 
complete with a new refrigerator, some 
plumbing/electric updates, new kitchen 
flooring, and more with funding from the 
Sanfilippo family and St. John members.       

Through WINGS connections, ABT made a donation of a washer and dryer, and the 
build team donated their labor for some repairs/painting/floor and railing install and carpet 
cleaning.  The Parsonage Committee would particularly like to thank the tireless efforts of so 
many, but particularly those of Greg Leifel, Laura D’Argo, Pastor Sandy Kolar, Lori Neumann, 
Sue Jacobs, Ellen Kayler, Jody Moody, Jared and Jenny Cooley and Paula Wix.  Thanks to their 
dedication, our first family had a safe place to call home for a year, and will be soon moving on 
to a new chapter in their lives.  

by Robin Turpin

We are working with WINGS on a new agreement, with 
a new project list to ready the house for another family.  
Our new agreement will be for a three-year period, 
enabling three families to call the Parsonage home, 
each for a one-year period.  We share our progress 
with you and ask for your discretion to protect our 
Parsonage Families, and we pray for God’s continued 
blessing of our shared mission with WINGS. 

Our Parsonage Committee is newly reorganized, with the following 
Roles and Responsibilities identified: 

MOU and Lease Agreements, Committee Organization & Filing/Notes – 
         Robin Turpin with Lori Neumann as final approver
Fund Raising & Donor Relations – Gregory Leifel
Construction Projects & Improvements – Ellen Kayler 
Emergency Repairs – Ellen Kayler, with backup from Laura Mikuta
Client Relations & Outreach -  Jared and Jenny Cooley
Welcome Baskets – Paula Wix organizer
Monthly Walk-Through with WINGS & Client – Ellen Kayler
Monthly Call with WINGS – Gregory Leifel.

Welcome basket presented to our first 
family last April.



Flower Sale–Saturday, May 14th
10” Hanging Baskets including Dragonwing Begonias, Bridal Veil, Fuchsia and Ferns.

 Specialty Plants and Geraniums – Ivy, Spikes, Vinca and more.
 Flats of Bedding Plants  – Herbs, Peppers and Tomatoes. 

Proven Winners - Colors Galore: Red, yellow, blue, orange, purple, pink, salmon, burgundy.

Come on out 
to support 

St John UCC
at this 

Annual Event.
 

Exceptional 
quality 

and prices!

Open 
to the public

8:00am

St John UCC

 For an order form & list of flowers and pricing go to our website's Event Page and 
click on the links under Annual Flower Sale event. 

https://www.stjohnuccpalatine.org/events
1475 W. Algonquin Rd, Palatine • SW corner of W. Algonquin and N Roselle Roads.

www.StJohnUCCPalatine.org • 847-358-7620  • stjohnuccpalatine@gmail.com

https://www.stjohnuccpalatine.org/events
http://stjohnuccpalatine.org
mailto:stjohnuccpalatine%40gmail.com?subject=Flower%20Sale


An Easter Treat
By now we all miss our coffee hour 
gatherings,  delicious women's guild 
baked goods, and the camaraderie of our 
community enjoying each other.
I am sharing with you a very special recipe 
from Barbara Njaastad to make for your 
table as you gather for Easter this year. 
Thanks Barbara, these are so very tasty 
with a nice flaky crust. 

Fresh Mushroom Tarts
Crust
2/3 cup butter
2 1/2 cups sifted flour
1/2 tsp salt
1/3 cup sour cream 
1 egg - slightly beaten
Cut the butter into the flour and salt. Add the sour cream and egg. Cut through to form 
crumbs. Make 48 balls.  Form into pastry crusts in mini muffin pans. Bake 400 degree oven. for 
12 min until golden brown. While baking make the filling.
Filling
8 ounces finely chopped fresh mushrooms
2 Tbs minced green onions
1/4 cup butter
1/4 cup flour
1/2 tsp salt
1 cup whipping cream
Saute mushrooms and onions in butter. Stir in flour and salt. Slowly add whipping cream and 
continue cooking stirring constantly until incorporated and a thick sauce is formed. 
Fill the cooked pastry shells and garnish with minced parsley (optional). Serve while hot. 

NOTE* These can be frozen and reheated straight from the freezer. Reheat as many as you like, 
cooking them until they are a little bubbly.

                                         If you make these give Barbara a big thank you. 

From the editor – Please note, you are now delivering our St John calendar emailed to you 
separately as it gets updated. We no longer include it in the newsletter. There is just too much 
to include. Look for a copy in your inbox (or check your  spam folder) regularly for the current 
up to date events for St John.



Shop St John's 
Zazzle Store

Here is the link for the daffodil Rejoice mug. 
https://www.zazzle.com/st_john_ucc_
palatine_rejoice_mug-256197833480228706

Other products are available, and you can 
transfer the image to other products easily on 
their site.  So many options, just a few shown 
here below. Happy shopping

Daffodils also 
come with, 
"You are loved." 
saying. 

While We Wait . . .    

 our hope is in God.      



St. John UCC 
1475 W. Algonquin Rd, Palatine, IL 60067 

Phone 847-358-7620
email –  stjohnUCCpalatine@gmail.com 
 website – www.StJohnUCCPalatine.org

Services Sunday 10:30 am
in person or on ZOOM 

Coffee Hour Fellowship
Returning when able to gather in groups.

Pastor Sandy  
 PastorSandy500@gmail.com 

Please email her to make an appointment.

e

Staff & Community
Pastor – Sandy Kolar

Communications Director – Laura D'Argo 

Council
President – Jared Cooley
Treasurer – Sue Jacobs

Clerk/Trustee  – Lori Neumann 

Children's Church
Robin Turpin

Lori Neumann

Wedding Coordinators
Jody Moody

Laurie Biesterfeld

Last Sunday of the Month
• Communion 
• Food Pantry donation

Keep our Church in prayer.

How to Give to St John
It can't get any easier to give to St John UCC than a click with 
Tithe.ly. Go to our website:  https://www.stjohnuccpalatine.
org/ and click the DONATE button on the home page. It takes 
you right to the St. John UCC Palatine donate link window. Fill 
out the amount you want to give and how you want to pay, 
then Tada, done. There is an added check box if you want 
to help out and cover the processing fees. Every processing  
system has fees, but Tithe.ly is the best we found.
We thank you in advance for trying out our new system and 
your gift of any amount.

Support St John UCC 
Support our church while you do your 
everyday shopping:

Amazon Smile
Go to Smile.Amazon.com
Be sure your Charity is:
St John United Church of Christ Palatine

Renewed
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